When we recall the high days of Maskilic warfare against Hasidism, we are bound to think of nineteenth century Galicia and Russia, where, though with varying emphasis on the supposed goodwill of the imagined Mitnaggedic and government allies, the struggle against the hated foe was fought with utmost bitterness. to the National Educational Commission of the Seym.
As the full title of the Essai clearly implies, the Jewish Nation in
Poland not only had to be enlightened but, according to Lefin, also needed to reform its morals. However, before the author elaborates his views on the ca uses of the presumed Jewish ignorance and immorality, he takes a decisive stand. Any political reformer has to understand that the Talmud, with its basic Codes of Law and its reflections on morality, is the fundament of Judaim in all its religious and existential aspects. 4 He then, immediately, explains how this remark has to be understood. As a true Maskil, Lefin claims that the development of Judaism has rationalism as its true basis. Indeed, the Talmud has to be regarded as the fundament of Judaism, but the author connects his unconditional declaration in favour of the Talmud in one and the same breath with the interpretations of the 'great teacher' Maimonides: 'II develope (in 'Morenebochim') les fondements les plus raisonnables de la plupart de ceremonies et des interpretations allegoriques de plusieurs paradox du Talmud (... ). '5 Provided with an acceptable Talmud, with its inner contradictions leveled out through the rationalistic prisma of Maimonides, Lefin subsequently posits mysticism as the other, regrettable trend within Judaism. Every now and then, mystical tendencies disturb the proper rationalistic development of Judaism. This mystical trend in Judaism philosophy and its present day representatives, the Hasidim, are the main enemy of any form of enlightenment. Inspired by the Kabbalah, Lefin maintains, these new 'zelateurs' are the main cause for the miserable position of the Jews in Poland, who are steeped in foolishness and ignorance. Hasidism attracts the poor, who follow their leaders like meek sheep, while the leaders prevent them from using their senses and enrich themselves at the N.M. Gelber, 'Menachem Mendel Lefin Satanover and his proposals', in: Jubilee Book for A. Weiss, New York 1964, 277 (in Hebrew) .
